PREFACE
THE time has come for a drastic revision of British
policy on the North-West Frontier of India in
order to reach at last a constructive and permanent
peace.
There has grown up in recent years, among
thoughtful men and women, a strong conviction as
to the utter futility of war of any kind as a means
of settling international disputes. The northern
nations of Europe and America stand quite definitely
for the principle involved in the Kellogg Pact, which
represents a new world order of friendly people
bent on settling their differences by persuasion
rather than by force. Over against this, we watch
with anxious eyes the persistence of war on the
North-West Frontier of India.
We have to examine afresh the causes of con-
tinued hostility in this area, in order to find out
where exactly the evil lies.
Are there any methods, of a non-military charac-
ter, which might prevent these constant outbreaks
of war? Are British troops still required? Could
their number be diminished? Might not the settle-
ment of these border disputes be left to Indians
themselves, who know their own countrymen much
better than we do?
Questions like these have arisen in people's minds,
and they require a definite answer; for we cannot
distinguish between different kinds of war to suit